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Phoenix Solar drives off light-sensitive intruders 

• Burglary in La Solana power plant (Spain) prevented 

 

Sulzemoos, 16 January 2014 / Phoenix Solar AG's team of fifteen looks 

after photovoltaic power plants with a nominal output of around 200 

megawatts all over Europe on a 24/7 basis. One of its core service tasks 

is the operation of the photovoltaic power plants from its location in Ulm, 

Germany. But, as solar modules and copper cables convert well into 

cash, the company's staff is more often than not called upon to ensure the 

security of these large-scale plants. A short while ago, they prevented a 

burglary in Spain. 

 

November 2013: Under cover of darkness, a lorry approaches La Solana 

power plant, which is around 150 km south of Madrid. Half a dozen 

shadowy figures jump from the back of the lorry and start their attempted 

break-in by scaling the fence. But this time they are out of luck: Following 

the advice of the Phoenix maintenance team, the plant's operator recently 

had video surveillance installed. Control room immediately saw the 

suspicious goings-on. The staff member on duty immediately alerted the 

local security guards. A few minutes later, the guards arrived at the site 

and the thieves took flight. Unfortunately they were not caught, but the 

break-in was prevented and major damage averted. 

 

The day-to-day business of Phoenix Solar AG's maintenance team is 

generally not as exciting. However, monitoring the plants in their care 

comes with great responsibility and presents some challenges. Modules 

and inverters are essential for the plant's profitability. The plant's overall 

status is monitored via sensors or instruments on an ongoing basis, partly 

through thermographic imaging with the aid of copters. All data is 

transferred to Ulm via a satellite connection. Here the system status is 

displayed in detail on monitors. The staff can respond immediately to any 
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deviation and intervene as quickly as possible. Maintenance work is 

carried out on site by local contractual partners. 
 
About Phoenix Solar AG 
Phoenix Solar AG, which is based at Sulzemoos, near Munich, Germany, is an 
internationally operating photovoltaic system integrator. The Group develops, plans, 
constructs and assumes operational management of large photovoltaic power plants, and 
is a specialist wholesaler for complete solar electricity systems, solar modules and related 
equipment. With its subsidiaries on three continents, the company has sold solar modules 
with an output of well over one gigawatt worldwide since it was founded. Its focus is on the 
growth regions in the USA and Asia as well as on developing new business models for 
solar power beyond public promotion. The shares of Phoenix Solar AG (ISIN 
DE000A0BVU93) are listed on the Regulated Market (Prime Standard) of the Frankfurt 
Stock Exchange. www.phoenixsolar-group.de 
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Photo: © Phoenix Solar AG 
Caption: Photovoltaic Power Plant La Solana in central Spain: Already at tht time of 
construction Phoenix Solar cared for strong safety measures and protection of the site. 
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Photo: © Phoenix Solar AG 
Caption: Watch out: cables, modules and mounting elements find eager and solvent 
receivers and may turn to become an attractive loot for burglars. 
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Photo: © Phoenix Solar AG 
Caption: La Solana from the air: Thanks to the video surveillance system installed by 
Phoenix Solar a night time burglary was prevented. 
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